
 

 

Public Art Commission Meeting, April 5, 2016, 6pm                        

PAC Members Present: David De Celis (Chair), Alex Van Praagh, Bertha Pantoja, Christopher 

Sokolowski, Dina Deitsch, Danielle Sauvé 

Not Present: Hue T. Nguyen 

Staff: Lillian Hsu, Jeremy Gaucher 

 

1.  March Minutes 

Not yet completed. Will be distributed with April minutes. 

 

2. King Open Artist Selection 

Lillian presented PAC with overviews and prowerpoint presentations of all four finalists (available 

upon request for staff). The Site Committee was composed of 19 community members including 

neighbors, teachers at the school, the Principal, the architecture and design firms, a PAC member, and 

staff from the city. After all artist presentations, the group deliberated and came to a consensus on 

commissioning Nova Jiang to create her proposed Boat sculpture that is kinetic and internally lit. The 

final siting of the piece is yet to be determined, but it will likely be an indoor installation and in a 

prominent placement as to be visible by the public along Cambridge street. 

The artist will begin to work with staff and the architects to revise and finalize these details over the 

course of the coming months. Staff will regularly update PAC on progress.    

 

3. Traffic Calming Funds 

Discussed at last meeting: light, interactive, replicable. What is the process? Could it be an open call? 

Should it be Cambridge St model? There are 6 upcoming sites. There was discussion about the Pearl 

St stop sign at Morse schoo, where Pearl meets Rockingham/Granite; traffic drives too fast. Lillian 

explained that the City traffic engineers created different solutions for each site - i.e. different degrees 

of construction.  

Test could be to create replicable solution that could be shared around the city. The question is how to 

best deal with this pool of money. No matter how much it is, what should the process be? Do we want 

to spend $36k, save it, spend on temporary projects that don’t require maintenance?  

 

Discussed a ‘call for artists’, with the intent to keep the process light, perhaps a competition 

addressing Traffic Calming.  

 

It was asked if that pool of money could solve the delay and problems with the Broadway Underpass 

project. Lillian replied that the problem is with the lights and the manufacturer that we were forced to 

use. They have been difficult to work with. Lights are installed, and tested, but have never been 

working all at once to have project working. Lillian is trying to work with the City’s Electric 

Department to re-test and find a solution.  

 

PAC would like to review a framework that has an open call, gathers proposals, has a selection of 

some number of ideas, and then commissions at least one to be integrated into a Traffic Calming. 

Staff will create a draft framework out of this discussion and present to PAC. 



 

 

 

4.  unCommon/Common 

One of the project artists, Xaviera Simmonds, will be in residence at Radcliffe, late April to July of 

2017.  Dina presented examples of her past work and collaborators. There will be a series of events, 

exhibitions, and installations throughout the summer (signage and publication). Newspaper is an idea 

for a running program throughout the summer. David recommended th “SAPPI paper company” that 

gives grants for projects. (Visuals and Project summary are available upon request). Dina and staff 

are continuing fundraise for the project. 

  

5.  Additional Updates 

Handout: Updated Public Art task sheet 

Next meet: May 10, 6pm Art Tour (details to come) 

 

Meeting adjourned:  8:00pm  


